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SWIMMING POOLS — SAFETY BARRIER INSPECTIONS 

Statement by Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations) [12.10 pm]: 
Drowning continues to be a leading cause of accidental death of children under the age of five. To address this, 
the Building Regulations 2012 require that all local governments arrange for an authorised person to inspect the 
safety barriers to private swimming pools within their districts at intervals of no more than four years for the 
purpose of monitoring compliance. In November 2017, the Western Australian Ombudsman tabled a report titled 
“Investigation into ways to prevent or reduce deaths of children by drowning”. One finding of that report was that 
43 per cent of local governments had overdue inspections as at 30 June 2015 and that that accounted for 
8 639 overdue inspections across the state. The Ombudsman made 25 recommendations in his report. 
Recommendation 7 requires the Building Commissioner to monitor the progress of pool barrier inspections 
undertaken by local government. He requested that the Parliament be updated with this information annually. 
I therefore table the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s “Progress report: Local government’s 
four yearly inspections of private swimming pool safety barriers 2017/18” for information. 

It is pleasing to note that local governments have cooperated fully with the Building Commissioner and have 
voluntarily provided the data. It is also pleasing to note that there is a general improvement in the number of 
overdue inspections. 

Additionally, I have asked the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s Consumer Protection 
division to lead a national research project, which involves active participation from all state and territory 
Australian consumer law regulators and, at the federal level, the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission. The project will examine issues around the use of portable swimming pools, the argument for further 
regulatory intervention and consideration of a range of regulatory options, including a permanent ban on their sale 
in Australia. The project will include the examination of data regarding portable pool deaths from drowning and 
serious injuries from non-fatal near-drowning incidents, causal factors, previous work undertaken on this issue, 
and the effectiveness of interventions in Australia and overseas. 

[See paper 1655.] 
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